
The old folk wisdom that says place a brick in your 

toilet's water tank is partially correct: It's an 

effortless way to save water, but a brick isn't the 

best choice of object.  Use a plastic bottle filled 

with water instead. 
 

Most toilets flush perfectly well with a little less 

H2O. The average model uses three to seven gallons 

per flush.  A bottle in the tank will displace enough water to save 

half a gallon to a gallon each use, or up to about 10 gallons a day 

in a typical home. 
 

All you have to do is drop a little sand or some pebbles into a 

bottle, fill it with water, and put it in the tank, making sure not to 

disturb the toilet's working parts. 
 

What's wrong with a brick? They have been known to 

disintegrate in toilet water over time, leading to damaged 

plumbing. If you are a mason or otherwise determined to use a 

brick, wrap it in a sturdy plastic bag first. Interestingly, some 

utilities in Europe give away special sachets, called Save-A-

Flush, which are specifically designed to displace water in toilet 

tanks. 
Reprinted from The Daily Green,  www.thedailygreen.com 

Save on Water Bills - Put a Bottle in Your Tank  
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Sal's Pizza Opens in Somersworth  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

l-r: Company Founder, Sal Lupoli; City Development Director, Craig 

Wheeler;   local Salôs owner, Steven Field; Chamber Executive 

Director, Jennifer Soldati; Nick Lupoli, Board Chair, René Philpott of 

The Homemakers Health Services; Board Vice-Chair, Ann French of 

Profile Bank; and City Manager, Bob Belmore.  

Sal 's Pizza was the 

brainchild of Salvatore 

Lupoli, a native of East 

Boston, who received his 

business degree from 

Northeastern University and 

his culinary skills in 

Bostonôs North End.  Sal and 

his brother, Nick, opened 

their first pizzeria in Salem, 

New Hampshire in 1990.  

Choosing to work with only 

fresh ingredients and 

preparing their dough daily, 

the Lupoli brothers set out to 

establish a reputation for the 

best quality, the largest pizza 

and the lowest price.  They 

eventually sold franchises for 

their winning stores, and 

today there are more than 40 

Salôs pizzerias located 

primarily in New England.    
 

Steven Field is the owner of 

the Somersworth pizzeria, 

located at 400 High Street on 

the corner of Stackpole Road 

and High Street.  Steven  has 

a background in the 

construction business and 

actually helped build the 

very same commercial space 

in which Sal's is now 

located.   
 

After the recession hit and 

builders found themselves 

hard hit by the financial 

crisis, Steve decided to 

invest in a Sal's franchise.   

The store opens seven days a 

week at 11:00 a.m. and can 

be reached at 603- 841-3848 

or online at www.sals-

pizza.com 

 Chamber Welcomes New Board Members  

Newsletter Insert Deadline for February  
Deliver 250 copies to Chamber Office by January 29th 

81/2"x 11" unfolded; no card stock. 

Elizabeth Salinger 
Somersworth Housing Authority 

9 Bartlett Avenue, Somersworth 

603-692-2864 

 www.somersworthhousing.org 

 

 

Tony Lemmo 
Brownell Insurance Center 

Somersworth/Berwicks 

207-450- 9200 

www.brownellinsurance.com 

Donald R. Routhier 
Law Office of Donald R. Routhier 

217 High Street, Somersworth 

603-692-3655 

 

Karen Warburton 
Gorman Insurance,  

an Affiliate of Cross Insurance 

396 High Street, Somersworth 

603-692-3431 

www.gormaninsurance.net 



Teach a Class - Promote Your Business  
 

We all have a skill, knowledge or experience we can share.  

Whether itôs plumbing, hair styling, personal organizing or estate 

planning, you can be sure there's someone who'd like to learn more 

about it.  And while they're learning a new skill, they're  also getting 

to know you and your business.  Dover Adult Learning Center 

will be accepting proposals for classes, from one-night workshops to 

6 or 8 week courses, starting in January for our Spring session 

which starts in March. Nominal fees to students support the Center's 

literacy work while keeping a night out affordable.  
 

For ideas & examples from our Winter session, check out our 

website www.dalc-online.org.  For more information or a proposal 

form, contact Darlene McEwan, office manager at 742-1030 or  

dalc@dalc-online.org. 

Gorman Insurance Merges  
with Cross Insurance  

 

Gorman Insurance recently 

announced their merger with Cross 

Insurance, Northern New England's 

largest family owned and operated 

insurance agency, representing over 

50 of the nation's top carriers. 
 

The roots of the Gorman Insurance 

agency go back for more than 80 

years, and that is why it was so 

important to find a partner like Cross Insurance, a 

company that has been serving clients since 1954. Because 

of their shared values and commitment, Gorman 

Insurance will continue their tradition of providing 

professional insurance services at a competitive price, 

while striving for optimum long-term relationships with 

their insureds. 
 

Chris Gorman will continue to operate the branch office in 

Somersworth with the same excellent service that clients 

have come to expect, coupled with the additional support 

of Cross Insurance's extensive resources, including in-

house Life and Health insurance. 

Chris Gorman 

The first time any of the local Chambers of 

Commerce heard about a new tax on 

Limited Liability Corporations  (LLC's) 

occurred just before the holidays when the 

state's Department of Revenue 

Administration (DRA) announced "rule-

making" hearings.  Rulemaking is the 

process by which the State outlines the 

rules and procedures it must follow in the 

implementation of a given law.  In this 

case, the DRA was asking for input on how 

to implement the new LLC tax. 
 

The new tax slipped under the radar of all 

the professional lobbyists  and was tucked 

into a section of the State budget that 

governs the existing Interest & Dividends 

tax.  This happened because legislators 

learned that the LLC structure allowed even 

a very profitable business to escape paying 

any business profits taxes.  To remedy the 

situation, and find another $30 million to 

add to the wobbly State budget, legislators 

amended language that defined  how 

income is distributed within an LLC.  The 

upshot of all this produced a new tax on 

LLC's that could potentially harm small 

businesses working on a very thin profit 

margin.   
 

The first week in January, the Greater 

Somersworth Chamber and four other 

seacoast Chambers (Rochester, Dover, 

Portsmouth and Exeter) held a joint news 

conference to specifically ask the State to 

hold hearings in the Seacoast area.  Thus 

far, all hearings have taken place in the 

northern areas of the state, though most 

LLC's are found in the more populated 

regions. 
 

While there has been no word yet about 

rules hearings on the seacoast, there is a bi-

partisan group of legislators working to 

repeal parts of the new law that impact the 

very small business. 
 

In the meantime, you can assist the 

Chamber  by completing an online survey 

that will help us determine how many 

LLC's are members of the Chamber. There 

are only four questions in the survey.  Go to 

our website to link to the survey: 

www.somersworthchamber.com 

Seacoast Chambers Want Local Hearing for LLC Tax Rules  

The City of Somersworth is 

currently re-negotiating its cable 

contract with Comcast.  The 

Chamber would like to see 

additional access to a public station 

similar to contracts available in 

other communities. 
 

Other City's in New Hampshire have 

developed a public access system 

that allows for true "public" use.  

Chambers of Commerce and local 

businesses are able to produce their 

own programming with technical 

training and studio space provided 

by the Cable provider.   
 

The City of Somersworth currently 

has only one local access channel 

that is designated as a government 

access channel. Usage is restricted 

to entities related to government 

activity such as City Council  and 

School Board Meetings.  
 

The Chamber is interested in 

expanding access to businesses and 

the general public for self-produced 

programming.  Precedent exists in 

other communities that requires the 

cable company to provide technical 

training and studio space for the 

production of community programs. 
 

Your Input Is Needed  
 

The Chamber will be emailing a 

survey to its members in the next 

week.  It is important that you 

respond to this survey so that the 

Chamber can present your views 

to the City's Cable Contract 

Committee.  If you miss the email, 

please visit our website and click on 

the survey link: 
 

www.somersworthchamber.com 

Chamber Needs Member Input  
TAKE THE SURVEY!  

Business Before Hours  
hosted by  

Somersworth -Berwick Rotary  
 

Thursday, January 21st  
8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

 

at The Coolidge Law Firm  
98 High Street, Somersworth  

 

For planning purposes, please register with 

the Chamber 692-7175 or online at 

www.somersworthchamber.com 



Holiday Auction Special Thanks  
to Special Supporters  

 

General Linen Company  
(for linens donation) 

 

Piece O' Cake  
(for centerpiece decorations  

& party basket donation) 
 

Somersworth Storage  
(for complimentary bottled water ) 

Bill Newman Named Executive Vice President  

 

Service Credit Union President/CEO Gordon Simmons 

recently announced the promotion of Bill Newman to the 

Executive Vice President.  He succeeds longtime Service 

Credit Union Executive Vice President Edward Murphy, 

who has been with credit union for 25 years. 
 

Newman joined the Service Credit Union management 

team in 1999 and most recently served as the credit unionôs 

Chief Operations Officer. Previously, he was the credit unionôs Chief 

Information Officer, heading a staff of 14. Prior to Service Credit Union, 

Newman was employed at Bethpage Federal Credit Union as the Director of 

Information Technology. 
 

Newman is a graduate of Hofstra University with a BBA Cum Laude in the 

area of Administrative Computer Systems. He has more than 35 years of 

experience in the information technology and financial fields.  
 

Service Credit Union is a full service financial institution, offering a wide 

range of financial products to its members.  With over $1.3 billion in assets, 

Service Credit Union has 17 branches in New Hampshire, one in 

Massachusetts, and 16 branches on U.S. military bases in Germany. The 

Somersworth branch can be reached at 603-692-5620. 

Thank You - Renewing Members ! 
 

Allstate  - Karen Wright  

American Legion Hall Post 69  

Atlantic Mini - Storage  

Bernier -Gelinas Funeral Home  

Coast Transportation  

Great Falls Cleaners  

Jess Kay Property Improvement  

Martel Roberge Function Center  

Now and Then  

Rochester District Visiting Nurse Assoc.  

Sebastian Septic Service, LLC  

Somersworth Early Learning Center  

Strafford County YMCA  

The Homemakers Health Services  

Wentworth -Douglass Hospital  

As immediate relief needs are assessed in 

the wake of the devastating earthquake in 

Haiti, many Americans are looking for 

ways to help by donating to a charity. The 

Better Business Bureau of New 

Hampshire warns that fraudulent charities 

will likely emerge to try and scam 

donations from well-meaning Americans.  
 

Six tips to help Americans decide where 

to direct donations: 
 

1- Rely on expert opinion when it comes 

to evaluating a charity. 
Be cautious when relying on third-party 

recommendations such as bloggers or 

other Web sites, as they might not have 

fully researched the listed relief 

organizations. The public can go to 

www.bbb.org/charity to research charities 

and relief organizations to verify that they 

are accredited by the BBB and meet the 

20 Standards for Charity Accountability. 
 

2- Be wary of claims that 100 percent of 

donations will assist relief victims. 

Despite what an organization might claim, 

charities have fund raising and 

administrative costs.  Even a credit card 

donation will involve, at a minimum, a 

processing fee. If a charity claims 100 

percent of collected funds will be assisting 

earthquake victims, the truth is that the 

organization is still probably incurring 

fund raising and administrative expenses.  
 

3- Be cautious when giving online. 
Be cautious about online giving, 

especially in response to spam messages 

and emails that claim to link to a relief 

organization.  
 

4- Find out if the charity has an on-the-

ground presence in the impacted areas. 
Unless the charity already has staff in the 

affected areas, it may be difficult to get 

new aid workers to quickly provide 

assistance. See if the charityôs website 

clearly describes what they can do to 

address immediate needs. 
 

5- Find out if the charity is providing 

direct aid or raising money for other 

groups. 
Some charities may be raising money to 

pass along to relief organizations. If so, 

you may want to consider ñavoiding the 

middlemanò and giving directly to 

charities that have a presence in the 

region.  
 

6- Gifts of clothing, food or other in-

kind donations. 
In-kind drives for food and clothingð

while well intentionedð may not 

necessarily be the quickest way to help 

those in need - unless the organization has 

the staff and infrastructure to properly 

distribute such aid. Ask the charity about 

their transportation and distribution plans. 

Be wary of those who are not experienced 

in disaster relief assistance. 

Better Business Bureau Advises Donors on How to Vet Haiti Earthquake Charity Appeals  

Chamber Cost -Effective  
Email Blast Service  

 

Send your advertising message  
to approximately 400 email addresses 

with the Chamber's  
Email Blast Service.  

 

Only $60 for Members  
 

Contact Jennifer for details on how to 
use this cost -effective service.  

603-692-7175 

Invite the  
Chamber to Your Business  

Find New Customers by  
Hosting an Event  

 

Business Before Hours or 
Business After Hours  

 
Call the Chamber  

for Available Dates  
 

603-692-7175 
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Calendar  

 

Chamber  
Board of Directors Meeting  
Wednesday, January 27th  

 

City Council Chambers  
7:30 a.m. 

Business Before  Hours  
hosted by  

Somersworth -Berwick Rotary  
 

Thursday, January 21st  
8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

 

at The Coolidge Law Firm  
98 High Street, Somersworth  

 

For planning purposes, please register with the Chamber 692-7175 or 

online at www.somersworthchamber.com 

 

Greater Somersworth  
Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

2010 Board of Directors 
 

 

Chair  

René Philpott 
The Homemakers Health Services 

 

 

Vice-Chair  

Ann French 
Profile Bank 

 

 

Secretary 

Craig Wheeler 
City of Somersworth, Development Director 

 

 

Treasurer 

Jonathan Shapleigh 
Laconia Savings Bank 

 

 

Immediate Past Chair 

Donna Tsakiris 
Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consultant 

 

 

Benny Benmoussa 
La Belle's Bridal 

 

 

Paul Edgar 
Tri-City Christian Academy 

 

 

Kelly Higgins 
Spence & Mathews & Goodrich Insurance 

 

 

Paul Kayne 
Seacoast Orthopedics & Sports Medicine 

 

 

Tony Lemmo 
Brownell Insurance 

 

 

Peter Mathieu 
The Coolidge Law Firm 

 

 

Connie Philbrick 
Ocean Bank 

 

 

Donald Routhier 
Law Office of Donald R. Routhier 

 

 

Beth Salinger 
Somersworth Housing Authority 

 

 

Karen Warburton  
Gorman Insurance & Risk Management 

 

 

Jennifer Soldati 
Executive Director 

 

Printer  

Digital Ink Printing 

72 High Street, Somersworth 

603-692-6002 
 

 

Seacoast Area  
Legislative Reception  

Thursday, January 21st  
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  

Sheraton Hotel, Portsmouth  
 

Meet Seacoast Legislators  
For planning purposes, please 

register with Elizabeth Barcomb 
603-610-5510 

 


